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October 26. 2000

Honorable Donna Shalala

sSecretary of Health and Puman Sernvices
200 Independence Avenus, 5.5,
Washingion. D.C.

Dear Honorable Scoretary Shalala:

The Food and Drie Admiristration may shortly propose changes to the wav
rearing Aids are sold that could PUT MFE «0UT OF BUSINESS and IMPEDF ACCESS
TO HEARING CARF for MITTIONS of our nation’s senfors. We fit hearing auds out
here m the country because many o1 our senior patients will not and cannot go (o Liousioii.

Pam a Board Cermticd Tevas <tate ficensed Hearing Instrument Specialist. For
aimost 3G vears I have provided hearing health care services to hundreds of our siae’s
heanng-imparred. Presemtiy. all three members of the heaning health care delivery veam
(Physicians, Hearing dd Spodialiss, and adiologists) are recognized as qualificd enirs
pomnts mnto the .
hearing health care delivery svstom. The nide the FDA is advocating would allow audiologists -
without anv iu‘stiﬁcstmn- o mstall themseives as the sele entry point into hearing healih care
by allowing states 1o L.\i»nlv twsts that they would onb allow audiclogists to conduct prior 1
the purchase of hearing ad

Due to the facr that there are WO audiologists in this entire area this would put the
seIuors 10 at feast 8 counties - our vounis o Culorado and the surrounding countics that we
serve - at a sertous disadvantoze. s I mentioned before. manv of mv elderhv patients cannot
drive info Houston or wubsin o1 San antomo. Some of them complain about having 10 dmve
35 miles each wav to v oftfce!

Allowing audiclogrs:- an exclusive role in the hearing aid delivery svstem. without
unqualified medical data evidencing that such a role is necessary for public health reason,
which it 1s not. would severct undermang pubu«. hcdhh and safety and would | HICIAse COSIS
o the hearmg umpaired.”

Please write the Seoretary of Ium%} and URGE that this FD A Propos sl hh,umg, aidd
rije be withdrawn' .

Twould anpreciate I+ armng vour thoughts on this subject and our ! Sociz v owould
appreciate vour sending me a copy of anv fetters vou send on myv behalf.
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